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A historical subject ting npqm-]
priste for an secaslon of this kind
your carcful attentinn I8 _ruruw_:'tuld
for a shwrt study of the Minute .lain
of the Resolution. History is a frult
ful tople Lo speak about but hard Lo
listen to. ‘The Minute Men ];c_luml:-,-:l
to Virginia and more especially to
the Fairfax demesne,  To the people
who lived on the land between ;llu:
Potomae and the Rappahanneck I_LI\'-
ers, and espeelally to those who lived
in and near the mountains, Possl-
bly when Charles the First granted
‘the Falrfax manecr, be bad no idea as
to the extent of the demain that he
was given Inte private awnership.
Tt was mure than twenty years after
that king was exeeuted that Johin
Lederer made his first exploration,
and on his third expedition he reach-|
er the mountaln at some point west
sof the first gap in the Blue Rldge
south of the Potomas River passage
In that mountain. He turned to
retrace Lis steps at some high peak
fof the Alleghenies which he named
Mount Charles. Thisin 1670, in the
"reign of Charles the Second. As
we know now the Falrfax grant com-

srepared for a meeling n{

prised twenty-two countles under the
pame of the Northern Neck,
t Itwas in this territory with the
meeling place at Culpeper Courl
Heuse that the lirst bedy of Minute
i Men assemnbled and organized 3 regl-
iment in the spring of 1775, North-
#m historians Jater were moved to
claim the name for the soldiers of
New England and they played upon
‘the harp 80 continuously and so lung
“that they have almost obtained a ti-
'He o It by possession.  As o mattar
.of fact the name of Minute Men and
their startling and distinetive fag
were not adopted by the northemn
eulonles and unti) long after the Rey.
oluticn and the name and record e
1 bmged W Yirgingay alone,

My wmature conclusion s that Xew
England bistorlans will stea) any
I'!:"U fomidd Iying Dostrass, That we
West YVirginians wih wWere Lise proud

I'Iu Ftsaat hiave been wall nigh rAT—
ted bnto dmeurity,  “Tlan we shiould
;'liihl-. Up and do justee b our fght.
il‘a/lf';ﬂ.i ars and see thiat thelr name
el [ame di Fiat, PErishi from Lhig
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And to l:;rpr:“":m::i' “uh"::'!'
we Dilste

::rmm:h what 3 hero does a8 Lo how

it Is recorded, that gives bl ;'“‘ .

in history., You can go anyw

all Lhis broad land  with jts

million educated cltizens and you
will find that the name

man who partivipated In "'lhi wl_'h
ton amd  Coneord affale s known

Lhe people as a whole. Nub one tenth

of une percent of the persons of ma-
Lure age know the name of mons than
one of those soldiers, and th“ﬂ:“

I» Paul Revere, the night rider. 1In-
nuire into what this falthful man
did to garn undying fame. This is
what he did:  On 2 clear. muonlight
night. in - April he rode a well gaited
horse sixteen miles over a country
road Lo carry & message Lhat Lhe
murch of the Dritish troops had be-
gun. Ile carried the message and
did his duty and it relleved him-of
the danger of standing in the liring
line. It was an Imporlant message
and they sent a man with him who
rodde with Paul Eevere and had an
equal part in that service Lhat uight.
His name Is practically unknown Lo
"the country at large. Only the re-
searcher is able Lo dig it out of the
record, The message was enbrusted
“to Willlam  Dawes and aul Hevere
roade willy hifm,

The minute men movement was
probably the most important and
far reaching of all the innovations of
the experiment In liberty as voiced
by the Declaration of Independence,

1t is pot too much to say that it
outlines the military polley of the
United States today as it has been
from the Lime of its inception. The
theory of the minute men as an insti-
Lution is that every able bodied FIJ:II:I
13 a potential soldier skilled in the use |
of arms who s on guard EVErY moment, |
ol his life, attending to his vsual oo |
Cupation but remdy at all Limes to
delend his eountry

The ward militia that was  souprl
Lo be used in its place does not ..ifiéb
(quately l'I.l-_'E-.I_'rjhE this pecullar Amer-
fean jostitution ol BYery man a polen-
tial fighter who lives in peace. We
have the standing army. That 15 an
uld world Institution, “We see g gal.
dier of Lhis salaried brapeh but sgl-
dom. There are just enough of them

o W form a nueleys in Lime g Wir

Anether Important L
mJJll.J_:: which ix a rlurn::ﬁr&dl:u ::Hl'
organizations witliln phe Alales .-uls
may be deslgnated as, Lhiat Lo :
Boldiers nol on regular payrol| {-m
.v.lm cuch Is Turnishes) wiLh Mnuﬂf
;nrrl arms and 4 unifurm, The gregt
sy ol Ll WFIY 1% eotn puosed Of i
elghtion or Lwenty millions J:hia
rml-u bulween Ly ages  of wight -
__}--.-r- and  forty-1ve Years 'h-lul: e
bt thelr dally work but wi e
J;:::.:- L Lo e sl usd any |||.J||ul.|||I :,IT;:
'Y ooare e Ul
Lrug LT ""!1'!-".!1- n P
b was Kiven o b
War s the plan :Ll;ll::.':luil.‘:!r:::j[::
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= At the date of the uprisini again=y

Brita wore had been aecem-
GI::l.;d in nl:;eir-ll:n a state of pnp.lt:
Edue:n' or a kind uof power nuu:r“ﬂ.b
fore known in the world, an t;m

as a race of men accustomed Lo
:: of arms. ‘There has never peen a

rdinate © . ;
z::;!e of the United Stales. Tlhere

Is no peasan

the time might be ml‘llcﬂ;ﬂrﬁd from

the last words of George Washington,
Iistory =ays that his last words were:

“1 look forwasd to the event with|
perfect resignation.” What he did

gay wasa mutter in delirium: *"Xever |
trust a nigger with a gun.' It Is

‘peedless to say that the time has

ecome with the improvement of t-hﬂl
‘ages that all classes and conditions of |
citizens of the United Statel areto

be trusted with guns, and It is upon

the thought of our able bodied Hght-

ing men, of whatever enlor or vreed,

that we lie down each night in peace
and saleLy.

It Is perhaps better entltled to the
designation of preparedness. Loyaity,
courage, strength and the use of wen-
pons of precision may be better learn-
éd In the home than in the varracks.

The policy of minute men for de-
fense was apparent toJohn Randolph,
whose advent In Congress in 1709, was
the beginning of the plan on which
our militaty desense is founded. He
was against the professional “soldier,
He sald that Lo te safe, eitizven and
soldler must be synonymous terms.
The danger of military despolism at
home was far more dangerous to a

 free state than foreign dungers.  [e-
[ginning at that time, the policy of
| this eountry of 2 small standing army
has proved to be wise, John Itan-
rdolph said that the armings and
,counter armings of the old countries
had raised nationa) debts to astonish-
Ing amounts and sent their luborers
suppperless to bed. IMe said of the
minute men wl. Virginia, that they
were ralsed ina minute, armed in a
mizuﬁ.“r:‘ﬂ:;ched in a minute, fought
u
i » and vanguished ina

America, that is the nl 5
taught the world to speny t:':;uant;:te:i
of & great military Ludget on the
publle schools, and this 1% one of the
Kreat lessans that she has taught the
:r‘;’:i %-'&":nmumenm for disarmi
United States, S S

he Institution of minute me
such dutes from the time that In‘::
rlek Henry, the radieal looked to
mountains for the II“ht.lng mien ‘.‘:"
}'“’“‘ Mol yet quite ripe fn the h:
Pt iphin o
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where tha nama and 'lruul
aher ddist il features uf Ll
: Joparturs  Wors imvented,  His-

v b sdlent as oo whiak i Lhe In-
iy Aati] Tor [0S existenee,

b bs Tk
;.i.l:' o my minl 1L a falr con jeoliara

that Jutin Marshall, afterwards Cliler
Justlee, Istlie vne Lhat the eruldit
diould be given, Ilis was probably
thie master mind of Lhat wsemilbl .
Iis rank was that of leutenant, and
lils fathier was Uere a8 major of Lhe
reg biment then furmed, Sl is proe-
theally certaln that Joline Marslaldl
had mueh todo with the detalls of

e organization.
" 'TIIH': are remembered now for the
name minute men, for the flag Chat
they adupted, for the wniform con-
M\:"m; of the wammus, bucklails in
their hats. mountain rifles for _lhu
| arm, wmabawks and scalping knives
im their belts, L is  plain Lo be seen
by their dress that they were Trom
the mountains and not feom Ue lux-
wrious low lands. On thelr Lhunting
coats they had on thelr bosoms: the
words “Liberty or Death,” amd on
thelr fag was a plcture of a rattle-
snake with twelve rallles, one for
each colony, the head Lo represent
Virginia. The rattlesnake was coiled
ready to strike. The Hag had the
word minute men on it with the fur-
ther designation of l:.'ulmlj.{-r, and un-
der the serpent were the wonds,
" Don't Tread ¢n Me!™

It was a great lighting unit then
formed. Its example was speedily
followed by all of vhe mountain and
the Valley counties. When that first
regiment marched within o lew weeks
to the low lands Lo take prasesslon of
the eapitol of Virginla at Williams-
burg, their warlike and lerocious ap-
pearance struck terror to the hearts
of Lhe town dwellers, Especially
Ehat lLanner with astrange device,

e 134

of Uide-water counties eommepesd
alling us snakes, from the pictures
of the rattlesake under which our
mfultlr_u marched, and finaily they
bave applisl L to the people of West
Virginia, ]
b:.’ff r-:‘a: Iam willing to accept the
anaiion. 1 am strung for jnel
bor that rats) B P e
- that rr;. ESnake and Lhat motin
Gursate Mag. lsay unw [T]
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Then It was that soft besrmed dlenid cons |
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e - m——
arluapted, ot Lhe £l m

I:::: 1:-::15 Fi: whilih mll ;Mﬂ weilers

rpmu-nnllmt-m Thus ezl

tve Mags, and ane of Uhe boldest ban-:
|||[-,rﬁ.,‘ﬁllli ever brave men flung to
the breese. e § -
In the Revolutlon, the fighting
strength of Virginfa  was about 43,
| 000 treops malntained for elight years
|Of this number perhaps ten thousand
were o the armles under Washing-
ton on forelgn serviee, that Js, In
sther eolonles,  The rést were known
as militia.  But as | explained before|
the word militia was nob then nor is
it now a sufliclently comprehensive
name to deseribe the new kind of
fighting man then introduced to the
world for the first time. It was the
man with a pun. ages ranging from
Ll years to 50, who were ready to
fight. There two very serlous prob-
lems at home in Virginia. Thous-
ands of painted warrlors appeared on
the frontier as allies to the british,
andd at all times there was  danger
from the tigliting mountain torles of
the Carolinas, whose Influence was
ranging farthar north each year.

Cne of the earliest conpanles of
minute men to march to the far
north wis thecompany formed in the
country now cecopied by the eastern
panbandle by Daniel Morgan, Under
Morgan they marched north and
reached QIIE!hN‘: l‘J_'_l.' Lhe |_l|3,;_-1’_t1nlmrr
1775, and joined in the attack on
Quebee on December 31, 1575, where
they were led by Morean,  From that
time until the baitle of the Cowpens,
Januvary 16, 1371, Morgad was active
at Liome and abromad, e alvanesd
in the service of the continentul ar-
mies tothe rank of gencral, and he
was - never defeated, Hea seems Lo
have had ab his command all of the
broups of this part of Wirginia
whether they were at home or abroad

It Is a historical fact that Virginig
had to luok to her western border
:runl r.hlat she  was In far more danger
rom ndizn rajds = I' d
Britizh army, Mds than from  any

There s no doubt that the
men of Virginia from the J'Iml:l?lltl:l.l-ll:::
turned the scale that difeated Curn-
wallls in the last year of the fighting

S,
tive service one of the most distinet-—

178, They, the minute men, gy

ered at Kings Meuntain we ii:-udi:ll;l-
and won Lhe battle and came back L
| theelr farms, Morgan with Jess 1'J|nr:
a 1000 won Ll Lattle of the Cow.
rp.l,'n-'l.. f"L:m[ when as result of that
ratile Curnwalijs marched Lo the seg

:_l.d fame W a halt at L mauth of
wrk River, the wiorld was o i
fram home Ly Linme in Lhe [0 'nr-r po
Hhiat {'n-rrmalljh Wils lm"wll-ll'lldlﬂl
slusre of Bl Alantie fh'l:ﬂ:!I “!.;'llrh.'l
rt.-!rm- rnh!ulr fien thrr:ulj.- pm.ircnl :“;
- : Very pass gmdl marchsl I.IF
u :,-: ul \n-rkluwn anl ||rn-:'| s
'“. i' l:.hr B relep llf'l'hrllh'l."h o

wlved In U fal) of L LTI T ur:?'

Maare )| Liavk L L
Cluster and m L :.l;am. &L Win
" .

d

’-.h‘l..-. Hﬂﬁt‘; ?T

[ thsem

hes arbicia br R"‘
.

serving in(
ber from Ve
a moember I
m“t day 'lh&nm !
X Liyon, Gr el
wir:ue amd provecded e L

out of Lyon. Morgan, an
peld off all the Congress,
les, and the offecrs, until Gris
had finished beating his oppone

About as pecd an illustration
the work of the minute men Tor neak
ness and dispatel i the ten day cam
palgn wade under Morgan to put
down the Tory army In Hardy Coun-
ty, In 1781.

This was anorganization of citizens |
of Hardy County, In response Lo re=
quest. from Lord Cornwallis deal
with twe of Joehn Claypale’s son

who hoad gone to Smth Caroling
confer with the Britlsh general, Tt
wis at a time that British sentlmen
wius 50 strong  in the Carolinas, most|
so in the mountains, Cornwallis
gave both the boys commissions, and
sent a eolanel’s commission to thale
Jahn Claypole, a rich farmer of Lost
River in Hardy County, then a part.
of Hampshire County.
Cul. Vanmeter was in charge In
Hampshsre County, with Lieutenang
Colonel Ellas Posten, second In U=
mand, A
Claypole was a Scolehima

owned a large farm on Lost an:::?
He raised a Brivisy flag on his plan-
Lation and gathere] arcund him g
large body of man whe had declied
that the Colonjes Lad lost the war
and that England would be In charm'
at an early date, |t Was reported
that he had a body of a thousand
ma[;| umitar;r:mn.

n the Sooth  Fork iy

filteen ﬂ:lll:&i up the river Ir?:rn; :::;ur:
tield, u German by the title and.nnme
was Daron  Julp Drake, Jived an hi
I'Jr_ml.:tlun in fendyl style. e was :
man of eonsideralle e, ang Hrhjl:

The tirst §

ment was t!?a‘ilil'llzl::‘mmll::

lowers refusp) o pay taxes ar

any ‘M:kllam L Lhe  defense of se;d

lu?:na?.-. Vanmeter looked  jpp, l?
K a oompany of minute men

and  mareled 3
};‘I‘: & talk with et poith Fork to

St pn's he sen, ¢

e wlyg ol in iy l-nl_'r W lotwe-

lghit, « I Itrs g
there Uiy fuung g oo Frake's ang
s, Wi - “I“ﬂ}' ol armed

e B gy Lhirpy, armd
e upr::“,' I.-rlngm' with
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Vanmeter sent an exj
ney to Inform Posten, bl
command. Poston lmme
to the county eolonel of Freder
County asking for an army o
hately minute men Lo cope Wil
econditions,  osten sald that |
were 50 many Lhat If he b -I'-i'-
shire troops that they would
gaged In Lattle with thelr bloc
That these Tourles put thelr |
fortunes In danger.  ‘That the
were dally daring  Morgan Lo
and take them. So please toy
upan  Gieneral Morgan to
hundred men well armeéd
ofleered and conguer the Tai
the mounted troops come al one
the fuol us soon us possible,
Morgan was at home  havin

Invalided by rheumatism 'e-

ories, bold|

thelr way u A
famous battle of the Cowpens, B %0 the tflvld:' :
some say that he had had a g - b Al axtreme head-|
with Gueneral Greene and ad L Jeon | ._ e a4 dranch of thel
relieved of his command : ol | ke s by one  of t} a/l

Morgan responded instantly, Ina] s In West  Virginl

few days he was among the Torles| : llenax Gap, near
with four huudred men,  and carried line between Pocahontas and Pe
everything before him. The Torles ton, they made their camp fo
fled at his approach and while there duration of the war that was so |
was some firing there was no pitched drawing to its close. A gr
hllh- Aflter l.ll.ﬂ‘]" liadl {':uptured HY Sﬁmhlj’ met there the n'th i

form a society to ask for g

rest of them, they marched to the

howe of the laron. Ilere they found o e
:'uﬂ:' %:unl’ things to eat and originally known as

w" wis & mill, and a dis- has been ehanged by er
tillery, barns, and simokehouses to Teler's C Run®
full of gad things, and for severyl : e G
days they furced the rich old Baron T
to feed them  and Lheir horses and g ks
e ‘; Place rnt’ well ralded. : 3 B e e
They bome In ten days having ;
had & fine time, Ere Wving) d

g

That B my Ieaof effective ser-| X fﬂ ’&,& 1, %
view 2« minule men. Ready o serve Mt y ,J.'
bub mot rendy toeat the bread of I
Mmoo ILis the splrit of Amerl- T

. It may be that the tim -
rapa e will 5 ®

when Uhe country will realize s
that U name of

militia has bLee
Spprugristed 10 seloct  bauly 0';
LH.‘_ Sl Ut Lhe righit name fur
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